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gigantic image at which I was looking, though at first
it seemed detached and in motion, appeared, on closer
examination, to be sculptured in high relief on the hard
rock of the mountain.    This strange hermaphrodite
seemed gifted with four arms [which is one of those
clumsy devices by which the Hindoo artists seek to
convey an idea of power], and standing not quite erect,
but inclining a little, with the foremost of its right arms
resting on the hump of the famous Nundi,1 the bull of
Shiva, on which it is the fancy of this double-sexed god
occasionally to ride.    The right side of the figure
appeared to be male, the left female; and it is singular
how much this distinction was preserved in all respects.
The two sides of the cap seemed different, the right
presenting the crescent of Shiva, and the female side of
the cap being trimmed with curls rising over it, while
the male side appeared to be ornamented by a string
of knobs, or beads.    The ear-rings were different, and
on the left, or female side, there hung two; one of them a
bali) or jewel for the upper part of the ear, the other a
large ring; while the male side carried one only, and
the ear being lengthened and stretched downwards
towards the shoulder.    The armlets, also, appeared
different, the two right or male arms being both encom-
passed by a thin metal bar, unjoined at the ends [a
common ornament in the East], and the left, or female
arms, encircled by a broader ornament.    Each of the
right-hand wrists was clasped by one ornament, the left
by two bracelets.    The inner right hand, which was in
good preservation, bore a ring on the little finger.    The
inner left hand, which was also unbroken, carried two
rings; one on the little finger, the other on the middle
finger.    The inner right hand held the snake called
cobra di ca-pella^ the head of which rose aloft as if listen-
ing to the figure.    The outer right hand rested on the

1 [Nandi, the bull, the vahan or vehicle of Siva, &ands facing the
doorway of every Saivite temple.]
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